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timeless design A seamless update of a classic Georgian abode. 
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Deep Blue
When Jennifer Pruett of Studio 
Shelter was doing her kitchen, 
she brought her flair for design 
to the powder room as well. 
She put Sherwin-Williams’ Blue 
Peacock on the walls, and a 
marble hexagonal tile from 
Daltile on the floors. The space 
is lit with the Simone double 
sconce from Schoolhouse, and 
the countertop is PentalQuartz 
in Belgium Blue, which matches 
her new kitchen (see p. 28).

WINTER WEATHER always makes us want to get cozy in front of a 
roaring fireplace. But from a design point, these fixtures are often the 
brick elephants in the room. We polled several designers about their 
approach to a room with a fireplace and took a look at some recent 
projects. We also peek into the new kitchen of a local designer and learn 
how to replicate the look in your own space. 

decorating notebook
projects

transformations
restoration
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COLOR AND CONTRAST
Custom details and striking color choices bring this designer’s developer-framed kitchen to life.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JESS BLACKWELL

W 
hen a developer bought the property next door to the townhome that belonged to designer 
Jennifer Pruett and her husband, it prompted the couple to take a leap and create the “cus-
tom” home of their dreams. OK, it wasn’t completely bespoke. “I got little say on the archi-
tecture, but the developer agreed that I could select all of the finishes and even let me use my 

own hardwood flooring vendor,” she says. “Deal done.”
Pruett ran the project like she would for any client, carefully documenting schedules and managing details 

and even doing much of the ordering—common for a client project, yet unusual for the contractor, who was 
used to a more regimented approach. 

In the end, Pruett managed to check the boxes next to nearly everything on her wish list. “Marble on the 
island was an absolute must for me,” she says. “It’s soft, it etches, and most clients shy away from it due to the 
maintenance, but there’s no better surface for rolling out cookie dough, and its beauty is unsurpassed.” Pruett 
chose a white, honed Carrara marble from Arizona Tile. “I love that it’s cool to the touch, and the wear and 
tear it shows feels like lovely patina to me.” 

Pruett loves the black-on-black effect created by the cabinets from Bellmont and backsplash tiles from 
Daltile. “I felt like being daring, and most clients like to play it a little safer,” she says. “So why not experi-
ment on myself?” 

When it comes to the island, she shares a key tip: “Many clients with children complain of little feet 
kicking the back of the island,” she says. “While I may not have that issue, I find that adults after a glass of 
wine may be guilty of the same thing.” Her solution was to run her chosen wide-plank hardwood floors up 
the back of the island: “A little durability trick I like to use.”

Pruett also splurged on Kate Spade pendant lights although she says deciding was the hardest part. “As 
designers, we are inundated with the newest and coolest stuff around,” Pruett says. “Every time I made a 
decision, a rep would show up with something new and exciting that I just couldn’t live without. It’s much 
harder when it’s for yourself; sympathy for my indecisive clients—gained!” ✚

Truth or Dare
Designer Jennifer Pruett took the op-
portunity when creating her own dream 
kitchen to choose daring dark hues and 
dramatic contrasts. Black glazed tile, 
dark quartz countertops, and onyx-
colored cabinets stand in stark contrast 
to the bright white marble of the island. 
The Kate Spade pendants feature pale 
linen with black ribbon trim, and the 
burnished leather stools from CB2 add a 
pop of color.

STUDIO SHELTER
720.295.9328

studioshelterco.com
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1. The angles of the black stainless vent hood over the stove complement the sleek cabinets. To fit your space, KitchenAid also offers the style in traditional stainless and/or 
as an island mount. kitchenaid.com 2. It’s easy to belly up to the bar with the whipstitched and brass-riveted Roadhouse Saddle Leather Counter Stools from CB2. cb2.
com 3. The island sink features the Parma single-handle spring spout faucet from Danze by Gerber. gerber-us.com 4. The stove is a 36-inch, five-burner masterpiece of 
Italian design from Bertazzoni. us.bertazzoni.com 5. Bringing fashion to fixtures, the pendant lights over the island are the Walker hanging shades in a cream-colored linen 
with black trim by Kate Spade New York. circalighting.com  6. Completing the striking trifecta of cabinets, countertops, and backsplash are Artigiano glazed ceramic tiles 
in Florentine Gate from Daltile. daltile.com  7. Creating dramatic tension with the white marble island are PentalQuartz countertops in Belgium Blue. pentalquartz.com  8. 
The wide-plank, white oak Gustaf flooring from Kährs underscores the modern color palette with its rustic, natural variations. kahrs.com

GET THE LOOK

7

Did something on the previous page 
spark your interest? Here are some  

options for your own space.
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CATCHING FIRE
The fireplace—it can be the elephant in the room (some of them are even large and gray). This 
room component commands attention although it can limit a designer’s options in terms of floor 

plans or wall utilization. We asked five design professionals how they approach this challenge.

Monochromatic
The original fireplace in this two-story living room was an 
oversized, 1980s-era stucco piece. The remodel hones in on a 
sleek, modern design with a palette in shades of gray. The 
entire original fireplace was eliminated and replaced with a 
new, rectangular, gas firebox and a contemporary façade 
with large-format charcoal tile with a slight metallic sheen. 
The existing bookcases are painted to match.

DESIGN STUDIO INTERIOR SOLUTIONS
303.652.1727  |  dsinteriorsolutions.com

SHADES OF GRAY
Candace Donnell’s first question to clients is always “How do you plan to use this 
space?” As the executive director of Design Studio Interior Solutions in Boulder, all 
Donnell’s design plans stem from the response. The living room seen here is a perfect 
example: “Our homeowner wanted a comfortable space for his family to gather and 
watch movies and sports—especially football—with a newly conceived fireplace to cre-
ate a cozy feeling,” she says. “The fireplace can be a great focal point for any room as 
long as the needs of the homeowner are addressed. The design should then blend with 
the style and scheme of the home.” 
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Basic to Beautiful
This sitting room has a small footprint, so using additional floor 
space wasn’t an option. The designers took a builder-basic 
drywall corner fireplace; added a new rustic, wood-look tiled 
surround; created a strong mantel “cap”; and refaced the 
fireplace itself with a new magnetic cover for an enhanced 
focal point in a cozy, intimate space.

Towering Inferno
This room was designed around the existing fireplace, a strong presence that commands 
attention. The designers created layers with window treatments that allow the fireplace 
stone to complement the vaulted ceiling. They then chose furniture to add weight at the 
floor level and to offset the vertical height.

TRUDESIGN
720.295.7584  |  trudesigncolorado.com

SCALE AND PROPORTION
Jessica McLaughlin of Lafayette’s TruDesign says that, although they 
may create additional places in a room to draw the eye, the fireplace is 
one that requires extra attention to detail. This entails paying attention 
to the size of the fireplace and its relationship to the rest of the space. 
“Is the height of the fireplace appropriate for the height of the room?” 
she asks. “Is the tile or stone surrounding it an appropriate size for both 
the fireplace box itself and the room as a whole? For example, a large, 
two-story living room with a one-inch square tile surround could ap-
pear cluttered and busy from a design perspective. However, that same 
fireplace with large-format tile will have a much stronger presence.” She 
adds that a fireplace is just one piece of the puzzle. “An important piece, 
no doubt,” she says, “but a single piece, nonetheless. Large, stacked 
ledgestone; wood surrounds; and carved marble mantels all add to the 
architectural character and can even set design parameters. A great fire-
place can and should harmonize with everything else in the room.” 
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Simplicity Itself
The unfussiness of this fireplace 
allows the room to unfold 
around it. The blue paint adds 
richness, and the white trim 
and mantel brighten it up. 
There is a sculptural quality to 
the furniture, and the artwork 
from Abend Gallery adds 
sophistication. One of the 
homeowners is from the Cote 
d’Ivoire, and it was important 
to her that the room exude 
culture and relaxation. 

Layered Look
For this fireplace, the only aspect 
that remained constant was the 
location. The designer pulled it 
further into the room to create 
more depth and chose dry 
stacked natural slate to add 
texture. The wall now grounds 
the room, and layers are incor-
porated with a full-width floating 
wood bench, a mantle, and 
asymmetrical wood shelves that 
the homeowner filled with books 
and art pieces.

ELEGANT AND EARTHY
Erika Rundiks of Recherche Interior Design says fireplaces are almost always a challenge if you are not starting from 
scratch. “Mainly, the fireplace and mantel should be an architectural feature and not just something stuck on the wall,” 
she says. “Also the material for the surround should either look more structural or very special in its decorative features 
and not look like bathroom or kitchen tile. Same goes for the hearth if there is one.” Although she says that it’s nice to 
have special features throughout the space and it’s always desirable to get close to the heat, the fireplace doesn’t have to 
be central to the room: “Ottomans can be a way to perch nearby. Artwork embellishes the fireplace, giving both features 
their due, so it’s important to select something special for this allocation.” 

MAIN ATTRACTION
“The fireplace wall is the focal point of any room,” says Jamie 
Nusser of J Designs. “So I focus on giving it a character of its own 
and a feeling of either coziness or grandeur, depending on what the 
overall room desires. I try to get a feel for whether the client is an 
art lover who wants to incorporate a piece into the design or some-
one who wants to keep everything simple and clean.” She adds, “I 
tend to focus on good-quality, natural materials and try to keep the 
overall look refined and simple, building a good base that allows 
you to take risks with the rest of the room’s pieces. This way, you 
can shift the room’s look over time but be able to rely on a timeless 
centerpiece to tie it all together.” 

J DESIGNS
925.998.4289  |  jinteriordesigns.com

RECHERCHE INTERIOR DESIGN 
720.839.0321  |  rechercheid.com




